Dear members of Eretz Hemdah Family,
We wish you much health and happiness!

In these turbulent days, as we move

swiftly between offering praise

and gratitude to the Almighty for

His wondrous miracles beyond

imagination, and bearing painful,

difficult tidings, we would like to share
with you some uplifting and encouraging news
from Eretz Hemdah.

With deep sorrow, on Erev Pesach we bid farewell
to our revered teacher, Rav Moshe Ehrenreich zt"l, rosh kollel and
one of the founders of our institution.

For four decades, he was truly a “rav pe'alim mikavze'el” (Il Samuel
23:20) at Eretz Hemdah, multiplying Torah activities with sensitivity
and a radiant countenance. He served as a model of profound Torah
learning and the training of schol”ars, his entire life marked by
humility, courage and perseverance. The fruits of his labor, and the
generations of students he inspired, are immeasurable in building
Torah. We are confident that Rav Ehrenreich zt”l, together with Maran
Harav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, will continue to escort us from above.

0 “We dreamt - but we never fell asleep!”

This year we merited to begin the 39th academic yearin our
unique Beit Midrash.

When Eretz Hemdah was first envisioned, the idea of creating a new
generation of Religious Zionist Torah giants, leaders of immense
scholarship who also shoulder the burden of national security,
remain deeply connected to the Jewish People in Israel and

abroad, and who, from a place of full responsibility and unwavering
commitment to halachah, seek sensitive solutions to every challenge,
seemed like an unattainable dream.

Many wise observers dismissed it as a “mission
impossible” or “a pipe dream.”

Eretz Hemdah alumni are today recognized in
Israel and across the Jewish world as outstanding
Torah leaders: guiding yeshivot in the path of in-
depth study (iyun), shaping the field of rabbinical
jurisprudence, and transforming the rabbinic
world. Baruch Hashem, with His help, the

dream has become a living reality. The impact

of this vision on the Jewish People has been

both profound and enduring.

0 Some of Eretz Hemdah's Latest Fruits

¢ Yeshivot - In leading Religious Zionist
yeshivot throughout the country, from the Golan to the Negev,
and across Judea, Samaria, and central Israel, many roshei kollel
and roshei metivta are proud alumni of Eretz Hemdah. We are also

privileged that our esteemed alumnus, Rav Nachshon Ravenstein,
who served for many years as a Ram (Rosh Metivta) at Yeshivat “Beit

El,” has been appointed as a Ram of the Dayanut Program at Eretz

Hemdah and will deliver the weekly shiur on the sugya. Rav Nachshon
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will sit each day for the two study sessions with the rabbis in the Beit

Midrash
Batei Din - “Zion will be redeemed with justice” (Isaiah 1:27)

Three of the seven newly appointed dayanim to the rabbinical courts from the Religious Zionist community
are Eretz Hemdah graduates. We wish Rav Doron Alon, Rav Yedidya Kahana, and Rav Yechiel Freiman great
success, and pray that their efforts bring honor and sanctification to Hashem’s Name. Alongside them, Rav
Yeshua Ratbi and Rav Aviad Tapuchi, both of whom gained extensive training in the Eretz Hemdah-Gazit




0 A special blessing as well to our alumnus Harav HaDayan
Yishay Buchris, who until now served as Av Beit Din in Ashkelon,
and has now (temporarily) been appointed dayan at the Great
Rabbinical Court in Jerusalem, joining our alumnus Harav HaDayan
Tzion Luz. These appointments greatly strengthen the influence of
our alumni within the rabbinical court system of the State of Israel.

From the letters of the newly appointed dayanim:

“Itis a great privilege to be part of this sacred fellowship, paving the way for
future generations by establishing Torah law within our national life.”

“l am deeply grateful for the meaningful period during which | had the
privilege to serve as a dayan at the Eretz Hemdah-Gazit Beit Din. | was
fortunate to grow and learn so much within the framework of the Beit Din, and
for this | am truly thankful. | greatly appreciate the trust you placed in me, and
itis by no means taken for granted. Everything | know about the work of the
Beit Din | learned in the professional environment of Eretz Hemdah-Gazit.”

0 Eretz Hemdah-Gazit Batei Din - Our network of rabbinical courts
specializing in civil law is the largest in Israel. Since the state rabbinical
courts are not legally empowered to rule on these issues, our courts,
operating according to Torah law under the guidance of our great teachers:
Rabbis Shaul Yisraeli, Zalman Nechemia Goldberg, Aharon Lichtenstein, and
Nachum Eliezer Rabinovitch zt”"l, fill this vital need while also incorporating, in
accordance with halachah, the laws of the State of Israel.

With 13 branches, from the Golan Heights in the north to Yeruham

in the south, our courts are highly respected across the Religious
Zionist and Charedi communities, as well as within the Israeli judicial
system, particularly the district courts. The many complex cases
referred to us testify to this recognition as well as to the state’s
system’s heavy caseload.

Our rulings (without identifying details) will soon be published in Bar-
llan University’s Responsa Project.

This cooperation is a tremendous sanctification of G-d’s Name, a step
forward in realizing the prophetic vision, “Zion will be redeemed with
justice,” with pleasantness, professional excellence, and full transparency.
To contact the Beit Din or submit a claim: beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

¢ Halachic Writing - Mifal HaPais and Techumin

The National Lottery’s competition this year focused on “War in Halachah.”

Of roughly one thousand submissions, the top three prizes went to Eretz

Hemdah alumni:

- 1stPlace: "The Legality of War and Its Boundaries”, Rav Benaya Mintzer

+  2nd Place: “Your Life or the Lives of Many Others?”, Rav Benaya Mintzer

+ 3rd Place: "Saving Soldiers’ Lives by Harming Non-Combatants or Fellow
Soldiers” - Rav Tuvia Bar llan and Rav Prof. Nathan Keller

These articles will also appear in the upcoming Hemdat Ha'aretz, vol. VII.

0 The Techumin series is the premier home

for halachic and Torah essays in the Religious
Zionist community. Each volume of Techumin
features many articles authored by graduates of Eretz
Hemdah. In the most recent volume, eight articles
authored by Eretz Hemdah avreichim, alumni, and staff
were published.
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0 Aseh Lecha Rav - Make Yourself a Rabbi

Our alumni serve as rabbis in communities across Israel: Elazar, Dolev,
Zerachya, Kochav Yaakov, Kfar HaRo’eh, Kfar Hasidim, Kfar Maimon, Kfar
Pines, Leshem, Ma‘aleh Michmash, Nov, Sa’'ad, Keidar, Sde Eliyahu, and
Tekumah. Recently they were joined by Rav Shay Winter, now serving as
rabbi of the central community of Hispin, in addition to teaching at the

Hesder Yeshiva in the Golan Heights.

0 Morenu - A Revolutionary Halachah
Study Program

Eretz Hemdah's flagship “Morenu” program
for in-depth halachah study continues to
enjoy great success. Adopted by many batei
midrash and individuals, the program’s
materials, covering Shabbat (also in English),
Shemitah, Prayer, and Blessings, are
available for self-study on our website.
Units on Issur ve-Heter (dietary laws) will be
added soon, bez"H.
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As one participant recently wrote: “We
greatly enjoy the source sheets, the
expanded discussions, and the video clips. Morenu is simply a
brilliant and amazing initiative. Kol hakavod!”

0 A Taste of the Diaspora Batei Midrash

This year, a new Choshen Mishpat study group has opened

in memory of Rabbi Abraham Levy zt"l, former Rabbi of

the Spanish & Portuguese community in England and of the
broader Sephardic community, in addition to the existing
groups studying in preparation for rabbinic ordination and
Dayanut certification, on topics related to conversion and
Even Ha'ezer.

Many rabbis from North America and England have registered
for the program, including graduates of the Even Ha'ezer
program.

These classes will be taught by Rav Ofer Livnat, who also
serves as a dayan at the Sephardi Beth Din of London and as a
senior lecturer at Eretz Hemdah's Manhigut Toranit Program.

For information about joining programs in Israel or
abroad: info@eretzhemdah.org
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IN SWITZERLAND
Verein der Freunde von
Eretz Hemdah
Mr. D. Guggenheim
Hesligenstrasse 24,
CH- 8700 Kusnacht,
SWITZERLAND

IN ISRAEL
Donations to ‘Eretz Hemdah' are tax
deductible
under Section 46 of Income Tax
Ordinance.
Donations via credit card can be done
through our office or website

IN USA
American Friends of
Eretz Hemdah
c/o Olympian
8 South Michigan Ave.
Suite 605
Chicago, IL 60603 USA
Our Taxpayer ID#: 36-
4265359

IN ENGLAND
UK Friends of Eretz Hemdah
Mr. J. Silberstein
6 Purcells Avenue
Edgware, Middx. HA8 8DT
United Kingdom
Registered No. 1084816
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Please, make check payable to:
Mizrachi Organization of Canada
With note: For Eretz Hemdah
And send it to: 4600 Bathurst

Toronto, ON, M2R 3V2 CANADA
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info@eretzhemdah.org

45 Hadekel St. Tel Mond 40600 P.O.Box 75 Israel
TN YN 75 7.0 ,45 1T ‘M
Fax: 972-9-7969966 :09 Tel: 972-9-7969955 :10
www.balmoral.co.il
Contact person Darren Platzky, e-mail: Darren@balmoral.co.il
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IN CANADA IN SOUTH AFRICA
South African Friends of
Eretz Hemdah
Mr. Clive Ginsberg
88 Peglyn Rd,, Glenhazel,
Johannesburg 2192
SOUTH AFRICA

IN AUSTRALIA
For tax deductible donations
via JNF Environment Gift Fund
Please, make check payable to:
Jewish National Fund of Australia Inc.
With note: For Eretz Hemdah, and
send it to:
PO Box 646 Bondi Junction NSW
1355, AUSTRALIA
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Rav Yosef Carmel
Head of Institute
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Shara Jova U melata!

) Adv. Shalom Wasserteil

Chairman of the board

Eretz Hemdah 2Bruryast., Jerusalem

info@eretzhemdah.org www.eretzhemdah.org




